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MEDIA RELEASE
December 10, 1987
RECORD YEAR PREDICTED FOR MONTANA'S FOREST PRODUCTS INDUSTRY  
MISSOULA —
Record production levels through the first three quarters of 
1987 boosted employment and wages slightly in Montana's forest 
products industry.
The estimates, compiled by the UM Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research, are based on a quarterly survey done in 
cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association. The 
survey includes 31 plants, accounting for more than 90 percent of 
the state's forest products manufacturing activity.
Charles E. Keegan, director of forest products research, 
said continued high production through the third quarter makes it 
almost a certainty that 1987 will be a record production and 
sales year for Montana's forest products industry. Keegan said 
that based on discussions with mill operators, the stock market 
crash of October 19th has had little impact on wood product 
markets so far. He indicated that expectations for 1988 markets 
have been lowered, but most analysts are not forecasting a 
recession in 1988.
Estimated lumber production during the first nine months of 
1987 was 1,272 million board feet, up from 1,160 million board 
feet produced in the first three quarters of 1986. Plywood
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production was up from 503 million square feet in the first three 
quarters of 1986 to 538 million square feet in the first three 
quarters of 1987. Last year was a record lumber production year 
in Montana and a near-record production year for plywood.
Estimated production employment and wages were also up over 
1986. An average of 4,777 production workers at mills were on 
the job during the three quarters of 1987, compared to 4,600 for 
the same time a year ago. Total wages paid to production workers 
were $88,632,000 in the first three quarters of 1987, compared to 
$85,440,000 for the first three quarters of 1986.
The figures refer only to production workers at sawmills, 
plywood plants, the pulp mill, particleboard and fiberboard 
plants, and utility pole plants. They account for about one-half 
of all workers in the forest products industry.
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